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Symptoms
The sucking louse punctures the skin and sucks blood, while the biting louse lives only on dead hair and scales from the skin. When the lice are active, the irritation is intense, as shown by frequent rubbing against posts, mangers, and fences. The itching is increased when the animal is in a warm place, the warmth evidently stimulating the lice to increased activity. The skin may be bare in patches if the rubbing is long continued. The favorite places for lice to assemble are on the sides of the neck, flanks, and under the jaws. The reason for this is obvious, since the horse cannot easily dislodge them, by scratching, biting, or rubbing.
When horses itch and are thought to be lousy, they should be carefully examined for lice, and when found, treatment should be undertaken immediately. It is necessary to ascertain whether one is dealing with biting or sucking lice, because the treatment varies somewhat for each kind. The difference in size of the mites and the shape of the head will help to distinguish them.
A group of horses usually becomes infested with lice from close association with an animal already infested. Lice are sometimes carried on blankets, brushes, curry-combs, and saddles. When clipping lousy horses, one should be sure to burn the clippings because they harbor the eggs as well as the lice themselves.
When the stable is cleaned after the final treatment, all litter and manure should be removed and sprayed with any coal-tar creosote dip. The proper strength solution is made by following the directions on the label of the container. Since most lice cannot live off the horse more than thirty days, a barn or stable is reasonably free a month after the lousy horses are removed.
Treatment
The best way to eradicate lice is by dipping, but no dip is certain to remove all the lice and kill the nits with one